ururus

Executive Director’s Notes

L

Homeneltmen Glendale “Ararat” Chapter News

INK

ral ﬁhé;bter has had another successful year.

ave been able to make preliminary improve-

utilize the facility until we start the main

eyball, table tennis, martial arts practices
location,

sing committee we have been able to

it of funds which offsets approximately

ars without whom we would not have

in the amount of $100,000.00 from Forest
Campus. In appreciation of their generos-

 their name,

uded membership group picture, family
course the celebration at Liberty Hall which
elected officials and tears to our eyes. The
la Banquet which will be held on Decem-

munity events and succeeded in attract-
d to inform our membership of the upcom-

bers to attend the upcoming Division
e advancement of our Chapter and its

h nk all our volunteers for their tireless effort
-hallenges.

December 2008 « www.a
Glendale "Ararat” Chapter Turi

Homenetmen Glendale “Ararat”
30th anniversary celebration

held on September 28th at Hall of
was an extraordinary evening of gr
old friends, honoring the organiza
legacy and celebrating chapter's
ments. The event was attended
1000 members, city and state |
community and church leaders, ar
of chapter's past and present leadat!{
supporters who have helped the
grow and thrive,

The highlight of the evening
interactive performance of various d
of the Chapter. As Ararat scouts of a
marched onto the stage, the las
Ararat's history literally unfolded

the unprecedented program
included a comprehensive lool
chapter's General Athletic and
programs. To energize the
children displayed the diversity
athletic program through gymr
martial arts routines. A 12 minute
presented highlights of chapter's 3
of accomplishments. The evening'
program featured performers fic
Ararat Youth Dance group and
performances followed by rendi
Ararat Adults Choir.

The 30th anniversary celebratio
kicked off with the unraveling of
logo in December of 2007,
honoring over 100 chapter's

| members in March, a chapter p

in Glendale High School, an impressiv
themed Navasartian parade in July
unforgettable first-time family cam
Mid July where many generations o
chapter spent a weekend at Home
Campground.

The Celebration events and pro
wrap-up on December 6th Gala
Ararat Center, where the 30th
Commemorative Book will be prese
over 500 guests for the first time.

None of these would have been
without the help, support and cor

| of our dedicated members, volun

generous donors. Thanks to all fi
continued support,




The General Athletics Division follows Chapter's overall objective of serving the community
by creating the best family atmosphere for the physical and intellectual growth of our mem-
bers through Sports. The division offers volleyball and soccer programs and individual sports
such as, tennis, table tennis, martial arts, chess, gymnastics and rhythmic gymnastics.

As in the previous years, this year our athletes were trained and thrived in various tourna-
ments.

To name a few of our accomplishments:

« Our soccer teams participated in the Arcadia League and the City of Pasadena’s 'Villa Parke
League reaching to the playoff rounds. In addition, our "A" division star, Vardan Adzemian
signed a one-year contract with the L.A. Galaxy team.

» In table tennis arena, our players took part in Glendale Friendship Games where Robert
Sargsyan of Ararat ranked first impressing many players and spectators.

« Our tennis players played host to the 7th Annual Ararat Tennis Tournament; the largest
community tournament in Glendale where close to 200 players were brought together in 20
categories.
= In Volleyball, the 11th annual Allen Hovagimian games were organized

= and finally after being qualified at the regional meet in Thousand Oaks, California, two of
our Rhythmic gymnasts competed at the Junior Olympics in Columbus, Ohio.

Rhythmic Gymnastics

This year Ararat Rhythmic Gymnastics team’s
hard work and dedication soared to new
heights. After being qualified at the regional
meet in Thousand Oaks, California, two of our
gymnasts — Natalie Keleshian and Ella Mokh-
tarians — competed at the Junior Olympics in i
Columbus, Ohio. Our team competed in a
USAG sanctioned event for the first time. Not §
only did they advance from their Region but
also participated in Junior Olympics — now
this is what we call a major accomplishment.
We are congratulating our team and their
coach - Ovsana Mkhchian - and looking
forward for brighter future for our Rhythmic
Gymnastics program at Ararat.

Introducing Programs Division
Programs Division was created in 2003, with the objective of developing solutions to our
chapter's common problems. As with any organization with over 2500 members, the day to
day operation of the Athletic, Scouting and Cultural divisions consume our chapter and
division executive boards' limited time. In order to plan and implement programs that will

Glendale Friendship Games...
a BIG Success!

Sports is the universal language of choice
for our chapter as it helps unite The
Glendale Community with the annual
Glendale Friendship Games held during the
month of October. The event is fast becom-
ing a tradition in Glendale, as hundreds of
athletes and supportive friends and family
members come together for friendly
competition, a lifetime of memories and a
lasting sense of community solidarity.

“Our obligation goes beyond our mem-
bers’, said Executive Board’s Vice-Chair
Serge Grakasian in an interview with the
Armenian Reporter. “We love to promote
sports to our kids and members, but as a
community organization we would like to
provide service to the community at large.
It is good for us not only to get involved in
the Armenian Community, but beyond it.
We are part of the city”

This year, the 3rd annual Friendship Games
played host to table tennis, tennis, basket-
ball, soccer and volleyball and brought
together about 430 teens and 140 adult
athletes. The games received praise from

" the members of Glendale City Council and

Glendale Unified School District Board
members and a wide coverage from the
media.

1 A big thank you to Volvic Natural Spring

Water, Glendale News Press and Joola
Sporting goods supplier for sponsoring our
games.
The games final standings are posted
online at www.araratgfg.com

ensure our success for the next 30 years, a separate entity - Programs Division- was created, to
solely concentrate on identifying and devising solutions for our chapter's principal
challenges. Programs Division members posses diverse backgrounds and represent all
divisions. Many are former executive board members, while new members are recruited for
the purpose of utilizing their professional and organizational expertise in Ararat's youth-
oriented community-based setting. In essence, Programs Division provides a perfect platform
for former members, as well as new members to partlmpate in our chapter u _igaamodern
and up-to-date approach to managing a t 7

Some of Program Divisions current pro
Parent Participation Program (PPF)
Ararat Alumni Club Program (ATZ]

Leadership Training
Strategic Planning
Funds, Grants and Endowmerits
Annual Scholarship Program
If you are interested in our a
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Ararat Chapter North Campus
Renovations are Underway

After successfully securing Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) from the City of
Glendale through the Federal Housing and Urban
Development Program in early March 2008, the
Planning and Implementation Committee has
been systematically and aggressively pursuing the
implementation of the various phases of the
construction and renovation work at the Ararat
Chapter North Campus.

A prominent Glendale architectural firm was
retained to assist with the drafting of the plans
and facilitation of the permits and approvals from
the cities of Glendale and Los Angeles. Renova-
tion plans have been completed for the conver-
sion of the existing warehouse area to an over
9,000 square foot youth, pre-teen athletic gymna-
sium, which will include basketball, volleyball,
indoor soccer fields and other multi-purpose
floors and amenities. A modern 500 square foot
reception and parents waiting area with active
security control is also being planned as well as
new restroom facilities for the athletes and
visitors. The renovated backyard area will include
ample parking facilities for over 90 to 100 cars and
a clear one-way circulation/drop-off area for
members with access from both side streets of
Dolores and Rosslyn.

Other major construction and renovation
elements include electrical and lighting,
structural, air conditioning, floering and installa-
tion of athletic equipment. Adjacent, but separate
from the gymnasium, the North Campus also
includes two large and medium size activity halls
for other athletic programs including ping-pang,
martial arts, gymnastics as well as various cultural
programs. Preliminary construction and renova-
tion plans for the gym and parking area have
already been reviewed by the City with final
drawings expected to be submitted for approval
in early November, Bids for construction will be
advertised in late November or early December
with construction scheduled to begin in January
2009,

Possible completion of all renovation activities is
expected in early spring 2009.
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This year the Cultural Division has introduced
new activities to bring the rich Armenian
culture and literary history to our members as
well as the Armenian Community in general.

Here is a brief recap of this year's activities:

Two Art Exhibitions featuring Armenian artists
were sponsored.

Storybook reading sessions targeted to the
younger members of our organization were
introduced. In addition a formal and interac-
tive book reading/show production was
organized.

Ararat Art class students participated at the
Armenian Allied Arts Competition and once
again were recognized and awarded for their
talent.

For the first time, the newly formed “Verna-
doon” Theater Group produced their first
successful production of “Komitas” and finally

We started publishing the monthly cultural
newsletter featuring important figures from
our history with the objective of familiarizing
our members with our national heritage

Upcoming Events

On November 23rd we will have the 3rd
Annual popular “Ararat” Choir concert at the
Ararat Center.

In February of 2009, we will celebrate our
yearly Cultural Division talent event where we
will portray the "Kaj Nazar" play with our
dance class students as a dance recital and
lastly,

We will continue offering our very popular
Monday evening Armenian cultural dance
classes (shoorj bar) to the members and non-
members 18 and over where the participants
will have an opportunity to learn and show off
some old and new dance steps.

We would like to take this opportunity to
provide you with the Cultural Division's class
schedules and hope to see you there soon:
Art Classes: Fri, 6:00-7:30pm at A.C*
Youth Dance Classes: Fri., 4:00-8:00 pm at N.C*
Adult Dance Classes: Mon. 8:00 pm at A.C*
Theater Classes: Fri,, 7:00-9:00 pm at A.C.¥
Choir Practices: Wed. 8:00-10:00 pm at N.C*

* AC - Ararat Center NC- North Campus
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Fundraising Division,
the Driving Force!

The year is coming to an end and the Fundrais-
ing Division is still busy working on the remain-
ing programs to wrap-up the year successfully
and raise money above and beyond the prom-
ised budget amount.

So far the division has implemented over a
dozen programs organized with the help of
more than 100 dedicated committee members
and volunteers,

Just to name a few of our popular events, we
organized our Annual Easter Festival, 12th
Annual Fashion Show featuring fashions by
Nordstrom, Raffle Drawing and a Silent Auction
& Bazaar. Its worthwhile to mention our first ever
spook-tacular Halloween Party for the kids
which created a safe and fun-filled atmosphere
for the parents and their children to play, dance,
laugh, and mingle with each other.

Some of the most popular programs are still
underway including the Chapter’s 30th Anniver-
sary Banquet.

As always, the division's goal is to continue
support our chapter throughout the coming
years with new events and new ideas.

3Ds of Ararat Scouts
Discipline. Determination. Domination. These
are the three D's that describe the scouting
character of the Ararat Chapter. Looking at this
year in 3D, the scouts have put together events
covering all aspects of scouting, while having a
great time doing it.

A major marching competition in September
tested the discipline of the scouts. Earlier in the
year, the scout division put on a camp specifi-
cally to train patrol and troop leaders, how to
guide their troops in the best way. Also in
September, the scouts held the annual, and
much anticipated, Olympic Games, where the
troops competed against each other in a big
rally type event. Additionally, all assistant patrol
leaders and up visited San Francisco in May for
the annual retreat, where they enjoyed the
company of fellow scouts. One of the most
exciting experiences throughout the year
included the 5th Western Regional Camp held in
August at Camp Tecuya. The one week long
camp was composed of all Homenetmen scouts.
Homenetmen Ararat participated with almost
200 scouts.

These events are enabled by the young and
energetic leadership of the Ararat Scouting
Division; they strive to organize quality events
giving the Armenian youth an experience that
cannot be acquired in any other aspect of life.
And they, in turn, grow up to continue the
tradition.
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Chapter Division's General Meetings
WSS «Scouts Div. Nov.23rd

= *Genearl Athletics Div. Dec.2nd
*Programs Div. Dec. 3rd
-Basketball Div. Dec.4th
«Cultural Div. Dec.7th

Ararat Gets Involved In Community Outings

Glendale streets were just a bit cleaner by the end of Saturday May 17, 2008 thanks to the efforts of
hundreds of volunteers including our chapter's which participated in the 20th Annual Great American
Clean Up Day. Ararat's team was 29 strong and made a real impression. Once again our scouts came
through with flying colors. They worked hard, acted smart, and looked great, too. We also had a chance
to talk to former Mayor Yousefian and a number of Glendale Police Department personnel about future
plans and activities at Ararat.

Our chapter also took part in Glendale’s Relay for Life Fundraising Event held on September 29-30, 2008
at Scholl Canyon Baseball Fields. The event was designed to educate, celebrate survivorship and raise
maney for research and programs of the American Cancer Society. With the hard work of our chapter’s
participants we were able to raise $1,300.00 in donations

Ararat Fitness Center
Tired of telling yourself and others “l need to lose weight"? Do gyms and health clubs intimidate you?

Do you think gyms’ membership fees are costly? Don't you wish doing something more productive
than sitting idly at Ararat’s parking lot in your car while waiting for your child's practice or class to finish?

If you answer YES to any of these questions, then we have the perfect solution for you. Ararat opened
it's Fitness Center in May of 2008, where you could find updated cardio and strength equipment among
other equipments. Its operating hours are 4:00PM - 9:00 PM. Come and join us and take advantage of
Ararat’s membership special. Ararat members pay NO initiation or membership fees.

Ararat Family Camp Experience of a Lifetime!

The first ever Ararat Family Camp was held on July 11-13 at Homenetmen Camp Tecuya at Frazier Park,
Approximately 120 people participated in this event., The camping provided an opportunity to
strengthen our family bonds, learn more about the environment, and form enduring friendships.

From hilarious entertainment by Arick and Garen, and various activities such as archery, chess, backgam-
mon, bingo, volleyball, swimming, music and dance there was something for everyone to enjoy. Not to
mention the great food! Here are some comments from the campers:

“Can we live there"? was what our kids told us when we returned home. This was a wonderful first "tent”
camping experience for our kids. And for us, what better than being surrounded with old friends in a beautiful,
refreshing and relaxed surrounding. THANK YOU” -From Edwin, Arline, Derrick & Sophie

*...This was by far one of the best camping trips we have gone in a long time and such a memarable experience
for the kids. We are looking forward to the next camp-out”- From Willie, Lucy and Raffi Martirosian
“...Personally speaking it was a true flash back for me, bringing back some great memories of my teen years as
agirl scout.” - From Mary Minassians

“We had loads of fun..It was one of the best camping trips we've had in a long time...
Thanks for organizing this and let's do it again!” - From Arlet and Hratch Davtian

“Thank you to the committee for the hard work in organizing this event. Alex had a lot of fun playing
“tonbak (drums)” with Uncle Arig and Uncle Garen. Thanks to you, his first camping experience was
wonderful and a memorable one...” - From Eddie, Aline and Alex Mirzabeigi
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